
395 

 

Available online at www.derpharmachemica.com 
 

 

 

 

ISSN 0975-413X 

CODEN (USA): PCHHAX 

 

Der Pharma Chemica, 2024, 16(4): 395-398 

(http://www.derpharmachemica.com/archive.html) 

 

   

Emerging Trends in Precision Medicine and its Implications in Pharmacy Practice    

Abhishek S Krishna, Harikrishnan V Nair, Shaiju S Dharan, Keerthi G S Nair
*
        

 Department of Pharmacy Practice, College of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Marayamuttom, Neyyattinkara, Trivandrum, India 

*Corresponding author: Keerthi G S Nair, Department of Pharmacy Practice, College of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Marayamuttom, Neyyattinkara, 

Trivandrum, India, E-mail: keerthinair.dr@gmail.com  

Received: 08-July-2024, Manuscript no: DPC-24-141666, Editor assigned: 11-July-2024, Pre QC No: DPC-24-141666 (PQ), Reviewed: 18-July-

2024, QC No: DPC-24-141666, Revised: 25-July-2024, Manuscript No: DPC-24-141666 (R), Published: 29-August-2024, DOI: 10.4172/0975-

413X.16.4.395-399 

ABSTRACT 

Precision medicine is revolutionizing healthcare by tailoring treatments to an individual’s unique genetic makeup, life style and environment. This 

abstract explores the latest trends in precision medicine and discusses how it impacts pharmacy practice, including the development of targeted 

therapies and the role of pharmacogenomics in optimizing drug selection and dosage. Exciting advancements in this field offer the potential for 

improved patient outcomes and more precise medication management.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Precision medicine is a rapidly evolving approach to clinical practice that utilizes new technologies for disease prediction, prevention, diagnosis and 

treatment. Now a day, personalized assessment and treatments, involving detailed history, targeted examination and specific tests are standard in 

medical practice [1]. By analyzing genetic, epigenomic and clinical data, we can gain insights into how an individual’s unique genomic makeup 

influences their susceptibility to certain diseases. Pharmacogenomics is a new way of doing precision medicine, where we personalize drug choices 

and doses based on a person’s genetic makeup. Even though international scientific groups have released guidelines, they haven’t been widely 

adopted in clinical practice yet [2,3]. This approach has led to significant breakthroughs in our understanding of precision medicine [4,5]. 

Advancements in genetics have enabled the identification of disease subtypes, complementing other methods like histology [6]. This has the 

potential to enhance disease prevention and treatment strategies. Indeed, the term “personalized medicine” was widely used before. However, it was 

replaced with “precision medicine” globally to avoid the misconception that it only caters to an individual [7,8].    

 

Principles of precision medicine 

 

 Genetic and genomic profiling: Central to precision medicine is the analysis of a patient’s genetic and genomic information. Advances 

in technologies like DNA sequencing have made it possible to identify genetic variations that underlie disease susceptibility and response 

to treatment. This principle recognizes that individual’s genetic makeup can significantly influence their health and healthcare needs [9-

11]. 

 Personalized diagnosis: The concept of personalized diagnosis emphasizes that healthcare should no longer take a one size fits all 

approach. Instead, medical conditions are diagnosed with precision, taking into account each patient’s unique genetic and clinical 

characteristics. This ensures that the right diagnosis is made, which is a crucial first step toward effective treatment [12]. 

 Targeted therapies: Precision medicine emphasizes the development and use of targeted therapies. These treatments are designed to 

specifically address the genetic or molecular alterations responsible for a patient’s disease. By targeting the root causes of illness, targeted 

therapies can be more effective and have fewer side effects than traditional treatments [13]. 

 Predictive medicine: Precision medicine goes beyond treating existing conditions. It strives to predict disease risk and individual 

responses to treatment. By analyzing genetic and clinical data, healthcare providers can anticipate disease susceptibility, allowing for 

preventive measures and tailor interventions based on likely treatment outcomes (Figure 1) [14]. 
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Figure 1: Various aspects of precision medicine. 

 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

Pharmacogenomics: Customizing drug therapy 

 

Pharmacogenomics, often referred to as pharmacogenetics, is a branch of precision medicine that focuses on the study of how an individual’s 

genetic makeup influences their response to drugs. It aims to customize drug therapy to optimize treatment outcomes while minimizing adverse 

effect [15]. Pharmacogenomics, an expanding research domain, explores how genetic diversity influences responses to drugs. Its aim is to create 

tailored and efficient drug therapies [16]. One aspect of this field involves pinpointing genetic indicators for variations in drug metabolism, while 

another centers on creating genetic tests to forecast individual responses to medications like statins or cancer treatments [17]. 

The main features to be noted here include genetic variability, improved drug efficacy, reduced adverse effects and optimizing drug selection. Each 

person’s genetic makeup is unique, leading to variations in the way drugs are metabolized and interact with the body [18]. Some individuals may be 

“rapid metabolizers” of a particular drug, while others are “poor metabolizers”. By understanding a patient’s genetic profile, healthcare providers 

can select the most appropriate medication and dosage, increasing the likelihood of treatment success. This is particularly beneficial in fields like 

oncology, where targeted therapies have revolutionized cancer treatment [19]. 

Pharmacogenomics helps identify individuals who may be at risk of experiencing adverse drug reactions. It is a comprehensive term that covers the 

collective influence of various genetic mutations in the genome, which can influence an individual’s response to drugs. This information allows 

healthcare professionals to avoid prescribing drugs that are likely to cause harm and instead choose safer alternatives [20]. The use of 

pharmacogenomic information can be especially crucial in psychiatry, where the response to medications for mental health conditions can vary 

significantly based on genetics. It helps in finding the right antidepressants or antipsychotics for patients. Understanding how genetic variations 

impact drug responses can inform drug development, leading to the creation of more targeted and effective pharmaceuticals.      

 

Biomarkers and diagnostic testing in precision medicine   

 

The identification and utilization of biomarkers have become integral to the success of precision medicine. Biomarkers are measurable biological 

characteristics that can be used to indicate normal biological processes, pathogenic processes or pharmacological responses to therapeutic 

interventions. They can be found in a wide range of biological materials, including blood, tissues and genetic data. Genetic biomarkers involve 

specific genetic variations or mutations that can indicate disease risk or guide treatment choices. Protein biomarkers measure the level of specific 

proteins that can help in diagnosing or monitoring diseases. Metabolic biomarkers reflect the metabolic state of an individual and can be used in 

conditions like diabetes. Imaging techniques like MRI, CT scans and PET scans can provide valuable biomarkers for assessing diseases such as 

brain tumors. Epigenetic biomarkers can be used to find out changes in DNA methylation and histone modification patterns and can provide insights 

into disease progression and response to treatments. All these biomarkers can be used for disease diagnosis, treatment selection and disease 

monitoring and drug development. 

Advanced diagnostic testing in precision medicine includes genomic sequencing, pharmacogenomics, liquid biopsies, metabolomics, proteomics 

and microbiome analysis and multi-omics integration. Liquid biopsies analyze components like Circulating Tumor Cells (CTCs) in the blood. 

Proteomics involve the comprehensive analysis of proteins in a biological sample. Diagnostic tests can assess the composition and activity of the 

microbiome, providing insights into conditions like inflammatory bowel disease and obesity. To enhance diagnostic accuracy and precision, 

healthcare professionals are increasingly combining data from genomics, proteomics, metabolomics and other omics fields. 
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Digital health technologies in precision medicine 

 

Integrating digital health with artificial intelligence has instigated precision medicine, a revolutionary approach which maintains its promise to 

revolutionize patient care. Possible outcomes of this transformation are highly popular because they allow healthcare providers to offer therapies 

tailored to individual needs. Newer innovations in digital health can provide with much precise information on patient’s demographic details along 

with their risk assessment and grouping them into multiple categories integrating factors like medical history and responsiveness to previous 

medication therapies to provide with individual specific interventions. The digitalization of health care data and the espousal of technology have 

paved way for the development and application of Artificial Intelligence which significantly contributes in the identification of phenotypes of the 

patients and the required individualized plan of care. 

Both artificial intelligence and digital health handles the medical and physiological aspects of the data in a different manner using various 

methodologies as required. Initially artificial intelligence focuses primarily on the intelligent analysis of the available information and turning it into 

decisions in therapeutic management of the individual. AI is also very helpful because it makes possible to process vast amounts of intricate data 

and provide personalized patient information with the ability to forecast outcomes, which helps to optimize and fine-tune the therapeutic course at 

every stage. 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

Ethical and legal considerations in precision medicine 

 

There are numerous ethical issues pertaining to Precision Medicine and these difficulties include moral dilemmas pertaining to extensive data 

sharing and storage. Some other factors consist of potential discrimination on the part of employers and insurance providers, prejudice when gaining 

access to personalized medicine, unexpected results obtained from genetic testing, the inability to obtain informed consent due to lack of health 

literacy or genetic literacy, the dearth of empirical data supporting the safety and effectiveness of therapies, the potential for altering the doctor 

patient dynamic by emphasizing data as well as the growing demand on patients to provide information, time, effort and self-care. 

Certain developments in genetics and genomics, as well as the potential for the development of useful tailored treatment in individuals possess 

certain ethical and legal issues. The initial stages toward a treatment are identifying the genetic basis of disease, predicting risk based on genetic 

data and advancing diagnostics. The creation of effective treatments ought to go hand in hand with advancements in research, prevention and 

diagnosis. 

There are numerous, noteworthy examples of how genetic information might enhance therapy options, especially in the field of pharmacogenomics. 

At the same time, most of us associate personalized medicine with giving the appropriate medications to the appropriate patient at the appropriate 

time. Gene therapy is one of the genetics based treatments that have been developed concurrently with the advancements in pharmacogenomics. 

There are various definitions of gene therapy and two of them are very pertinent from an ethical and legal standpoint because they come from 

regulatory agencies of the United States of America and Europe. We cannot ignore the difficult ethical issues raised by the increased funding and 

enthusiasm surrounding precision medicine and health. By keeping in mind how these problems are interconnected through the notion of 

stratification which is the cornerstone of all precision health we can make more progress toward resolving them (Figure 2). 

 
 

Figure 2: Representation of major objectives of precision. 

 

Integration of precision medicine in pharmacy education and training 

 

Since the practice of pharmacy is always evolving due to scientific advancements, pharmacists must be able to adapt their skills accordingly. The 

profession of Pharmacy has changed over the past century from a dispensing model that concentrated on the preparation and administration of 

pharmaceutical products to a patient care model that prioritized providing direct patient care and customizing drug therapy for each patient. It seems 

that in order to stay up with the changes in the health system, new approaches to medical education are required. These approaches involve all 

stakeholders, including patients, medical doctors, administrators, educators, engineers, nurses, data analysts and educators. These stakeholders need 

to be trained differently and with an emphasis on collaborative and multidisciplinary team work. 

Connecting both the precision medicine and pharmacy education with appropriate dialogues can make a positive contribution in the field of 

management of different ailments and its prevention and will ensure its significant contributions in field of patient literacy and health care systems. 

Pharmacists have a multitude of opportunities in the field of personalized medicine and their unique set of skills, knowledge and abilities position 

them to further the use of personalized medicine as a clinical tool. But the field of pharmacy as a whole has been sluggish to adopt the idea of 

clinical pharmacogenetics and it is currently at a turning point that has the potential to completely reshape the role of the pharmacist in the 

workplace. 

 

Future directions in precision medicine 

 

Precision medicine and artificial intelligence together have the potential to completely transform the medical field. According to recent research, 

translational research examining this convergence will aid in resolving the most challenging issues facing precision medicine, particularly those 
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where patient symptoms, clinical histories and lifestyle data, in conjunction with non-genomic and genomic determinants, will make individualized 

diagnosis and prognosis possible. 

Over the next ten years, precision medicine interventions are expected to become more wide spread and transform the way services are provided and 

assessed. Healthcare systems everywhere will have to think about modifying their processes and evaluative techniques to account for these 

developments so they can keep doing thorough analyses of the cost benefit of novel therapies and services. 

Despite the fact that precision medicine has been pushed for more than ten years, patient care is frequently provided without a thorough 

understanding of the underlying social and cultural context, ignoring the effects of social determinants on health. Today's healthcare system allows 

for the selection of a patient's medication based on their genetic composition, minimizing side effects and guaranteeing improved health. Precision 

medicine will benefit the healthcare system in the future by supplying every person's complete genetic profile details at birth, which can be entered 

into a unique medical record. Utilizing genomic data based on patient exposure to multiple diseases, clinicians and physicians will be able to adopt 

more dependable and effective healthcare approaches. Establishing the best course of action for each patient requires determining precisely where 

the patient is in the course of managing their disease and what options are available to advance. This is separate and apart from the actual 

availability of resources and treatment options. Precision medicine can be used throughout the whole healthcare by utilizing scalable technologies. 

All parties involved in healthcare can use precision medicine as a compass to help them navigate the future by identifying challenges, offering 

tailored solutions and shedding light on the path ahead. 

Once the intricacy of illness has been understood, treatments must be customized for each patient based on their unique physiology and body type. 

Any individual's socioeconomic circumstances, in developed and developing countries alike, will be greatly impacted by the straightforward factor 

of reducing treatment duration and side effects. 

 

Challenges in precision medicine 

 

Although the commercialization of precision medicine approaches holds great promise for the improvement of healthcare provision and well-being, 

it will also present new regulatory challenges and legitimate ethical and social concerns. There is also a chance that the misuse of precision 

medicine will contribute to the commercialization of health rather than disease by preying on people's fears about risk factors, genetics, etc., in order 

to sell preventative medication, which has enormous financial ramifications and needs to be taken continuously throughout a person's life before 

they have even developed a disease. 

There will probably be disagreements regarding the choice between pharmaceutical and lifestyle-based precision treatment. The four distinct 

research domains are anatomy and physiology, cellular and molecular biology, genotype and phenotype and omics systems represent a clear 

challenge for the life science and biomedical research communities and we must foster efforts for collaboration among these domains by unifying 

the professional language and conception. 

Furthermore, in order to facilitate knowledge sharing and integration, a set of common elements must be extracted. We must acknowledge that 

integrating cutting edge technologies from various scientific domains and disciplines is essential to performing the best possible job for precision 

medicine. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Precision medicine is the future of healthcare and with its incredible array of tools, it will revolutionize the practice of medicine. It’s truly exciting 

to see how it will shape the future. The availability of modern biomedical technologies like DNA sequencing, proteomics and wireless monitoring 

devices has opened up a whole new world of possibilities in precision medicine. These tools have allowed us to identify variations and understand 

the unique needs of each individual, paving the way for personalized approaches to healthcare. With advancements in genomics and data analytics, 

this approach has the potential to revolutionize medical practice, improving patient outcomes and reducing adverse effects. However, challenges 

such as ethical considerations, data privacy and equitable access need to be addressed to fully realize the benefits of precision medicine on a global 

scale. It’s crucial to develop and implement better strategies for educating and training healthcare professionals about precision medicine. 
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